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CENTER FOR MACHINE-READABLE TEXTS IN THE HUMANITIES

Rutgers and Princeton Universities have received grants from the National Endowment for the Humanities
(Program for Research Tools, $30,000), theAndrew W. Mellon Foundation ($50,000), and the New Jersey
Committee for the Humanities ($10,000) to undertake jointly the planning for a Center for Machine-Readable
Texts in the Humanities. Project staff include Marianne Gaunt (Director), J. Penny Small, Kathleen Ciociola
(Rutgers); Robert Hollander, Judith Rowe (Princeton); Leslie Hume (Research Libraries Group). Members of
the Advisory Board for the planning process are Nancy Ide, Vassar College; Robert Kraft, University of
Pennsylvania; Michael Sperberg-McQueen, University of Illinois-Chicago; Donald Walker, Bellcore.

During the course of the planning period project staff will be investigating issues related to the establishment of
a cooperative center which will act as a central source of information on humanities datafiles and a selective
source of datafiles themselves. The initial goals of the Center as outlined in the project proposal are: the
continuation of an on-going inventory of machine-readable texts; the cataloging and dissemination of inventory
information to the broader scholarly community; the acquisition, preservation and servicing of textual datafiles
which would otherwise become generally unavailable; the distribution of such datafiles in an appropriate
manner; and the establishment of a resource center/referral point for information concerning other textual data.
Organizational issues, technical issues, intellectual ownership, access and dissemination, and physical facilities
are broad areas of investigation during the planning process.

The Center does not propose to duplicate the archives and repositoriesthat already exist for the collection and
dissemination of textual data, but rather to complement existing collections and to bring bibliographic control to
existing datafiles. To that end project staff will be networking with existing projects/centers to establish
appropriate means of collecting inventory data for the cataloging of archival holdings.Progress reports will be
sent to publications of scholarly associations and announced on HUMANIST. A listserver has also been set up
for communication among those interested in the project and invites inquiry and advice.

Bitnet communications may be sent to:
Gaunt@Zodiac.Rutgers.edu or to BobH@Phoenix.Princeton.edu.

Mail addresses are:
Marianne Gaunt, Alexander Library, Rutgers University, College Ave., New Brunswick, N.J. 08903;
Prof. Robert Hollander, Dept. of Comparative Literature, Princeton
University, Princeton, N.J. 08544.
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Membership
form

The International Association for
Social Science Information Services
and Technology (IASSIST) is an
international association of
individuals who are engaged in the
acquistion, processing, maintenance,
and distribution of machine readable
text and /or numeric social science
data. The membership includes
information system specialists, data
base librarians or administrators,
archivists, researchers, programmers,
and managers. Their range of interests
encompases hard copy as well as
machine readable data.

Paid-up members enjoy voting rights
and receive the IASSIST
QUARTERLY. They also benefit

from reduced fees for attendance
at regional and international
conferences sponsored by
IASSIST.

Membership fees are:

Regular Membership. $20.00 per
calendar year.

Student Membership: $10.00 per
calendar year.

Institutional subcriptions to the
quarterly are available, but do not
confer voting rights or other
membership benefits.

Institutional Subcription: $35.00
per calendar year (includes one
volume of the Quarterly)

[ wontd like to become a member 1

would like to become a member
| of IASSIST. Please see my choice
| below:

Please make checks

| $20 Regular Membership pa\{able to IASSIST and

| $10 Student Membership Mail to :
$35 Institutional

| Membership Ms Jackie McGee

| My primary Interests are: Treasurer, IASSIST

| Archive Services/Admini- % Rand Corporation

| stration ) 1700 Main Street

| Data Processing/Data Santa Monica
Management

I Research Applications

| Other (specify)

I

I 'Name/phone

i Institutional Affiliation
|

| MailingAddress
|

L_Country/zip/postal code
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- IASSIST
16th Annual Conference
May 30 - June 3, 1990
Poughkeepsie, New York USA

Numbers, Pictures, Words and Sounds: Priorities for the 1990's

The 1990 IASSIST conference has as its central theme "Numbers, Pictures, Words and
Sounds: Priorities for the 1990's". This title reflects the ever-expanding universe of data
types, as well as related hardware and software development. The program will consist of
presentations on a wide variety of topics. The Program Committee is now soliciting contri-
butions in the forms of papers, proposals for panel discussions, roundtables, poster sessions
and workshops to be presented at the conference.

All papers or proposals concerned with the generation, transfer, retrieval, storage and use of
machine-readable social science data will be considered. Papers which discuss issues and
technologies related to non-numeric data are particularly encouraged.

For more information contact:

Sarah E. Cox-Byrne | Laura A. Guy

Data Archives | Data and Program Library Service
Vassar College Library | 3308 Social Science Building
Box 20 Vassar College | 1180 Observatory Drive
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 USA | Madison, WI 53706 USA
e-mail: COXBYRNE@VASSAR.BITNET ' e-mail: GUY@WISCMACC.BITNET

The International Association for Social Science Information Service and Technology (IASSIST) is an interna-
tional association of individuals who are engaged in the acquisistion, processing, maintenance, and distribution
of machine readable text and/or numeric social science data.

Founded in1974, the membership includes social scientists, data archivists, librarians, information specialists,
researchers, programmers, planners and government agency administrators.
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CURRENT RESEARCH is an international quarterly journal
offering a unique current awareness service on research
and development work in library and information science,
archives, documentation and the information aspects of
other fields

@ The journal provides information about a wide range of
projects, from expert systems to local user surveys. FLA
and doctoral theses, post-doctoral and research-staff work
are included

® Each entry provides a complete overview of the project,
the personnel involved, duration, funding, references, a
brief description and a contact name. Full name and
subject indexes are included

@ Other features include a list of student theses and
dissertations and a list of funding bodies. Each quarter, an
area of research is highlighted in a short article

CURRENT RESEARCH is available on magnetic tape, as well
as hard copy, and can be searched online on File 61 (SF=CR)
of DIALOG

Subscription: UK £86.00
Overseas (excluding N. America) £103.00
N. America US$195.00

Write for a free specimen copy to

Sales Department

Library Association Publishing
7 Ridgmount Street

London WC1E 7AE

Tel: 01 636 7543 x 360




ILISA

Library & Information
Science Abstracts

@ international scope and unrivalled coverage
LISA provides English-language abstracts of material in over
thirty languages. Its serial coverage is unrivalled: 550 titles
from 60 countries are regularly included and new titles are
frequently added

® rapidly expanding service which keeps pace with
developments
LISA is now available monthly to provide a faster-breaking
serv}cek\j/vhich keeps the user informed of the rapid changes in
this fie

@ extensive range of non-serial works
including British Library Research and Development
Department  reports, conference  proceedings and
monographs

® wide subject span
from special collections and union catalogues to word
processing and videotex, publishing and reprography

@ full name and subject indexes provided in each issue
abstracts are chain-indexed to facilitate highly specific subject
searches

@ available in magnetic tape, conventional hard-copy format,
online (Dialog file 61) and now on CD-ROM
Twelve monthly issues and annual index

Subscription: UK £157.00
Overseas (excluding N. America) £188.00
N. America US$357.00

Write for a free specimen copy to

Sales Department
Library Association Publishing A

7 Ridgmount Street
London WC1E 7AE Cj
Tel: 01 636 7543 x 360
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